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Treatment of community-acquired pneumonia

Avalox i.v. approved in Germany:
noticeable drop in treatment costs possible
Shorter hospitalization period thanks to effective treatment

Leverkusen, May 2, 2002 – The intravenous (i.v.) presentation of Bayer’s
antibiotic Avalox® (moxifloxacin) has now been registered in Germany. This
means that a new, highly effective therapeutic option, capable of shortening
the period of hospitalization and thus also noticeably reducing the cost of
treatment, is now available for the treatment of community-acquired
pneumonia.
Pneumonia is the most common cause of morbidity and mortality in infectious
diseases. In Germany, 350,000 to 500,000 individuals develop pneumonia
each year, and 175,000 patients (about 35 percent of all cases) require
hospital treatment as a consequence.
A cost/benefit analysis presented at the 12th European Congress of Clinical
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases in Milan, Italy, showed that first-line use
of Avalox® i.v. can also markedly reduce the cost of treatment. For example,
according to the model calculation, in Germany EUR 266 and in France EUR
381 could be saved per patient thanks to the shorter duration of
hospitalization. “Use of Avalox® i.v. effectively lowered the overall cost of
treatment,” said Jeremy Chancellor, Head of the independent evaluating
institute “Innovus Research”, United Kingdom.
“The cost/benefit analysis presented in Milan once again confirms that
innovative research is beneficial from an overall economic perspective as
well. We are convinced that Avalox® i.v. will be as well accepted by doctors as
the tablet presentation, which has now been used to treat more than 12

2

million patients around the world,” said Dr. Wolfgang Plischke, General
Manager of Bayer AG’s Pharmaceuticals Business Group.
Avalox® (Avelox® outside Germany) has been on the market since 1999 and
has now been launched in more than 70 countries. Avelox® i.v. was registered
in the United States in late 2001. The intravenous presentation is expected to
achieve sales of EUR 250 million by 2008.
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Forward-Looking Statements

This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current
assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer Group management. Various known and
unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of
the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in
our public reports filed with the Frankfurt Stock Exchange and with the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission (including our Form 20-F).The company
assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to
conform them to future events or developments.

